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Elementary Research Skills: Grades 3-5

Teaching isolated research skills to students in grades 3-5 is generally perceived by both the
students and the teacher as busywork. The entire picture changes when teachers use student
inquiry as a springboard to develop research project ideas. In this scenario, students immediately
buy-in to project-based learning when they are tasked to find the answers to their own essential

questions.

Although allowing students to plan and execute projects is outside the comfort zone of many
teachers and even students, the shift to implement project-based learning helps move the class-

room experience towards student-centered learning.

This course provides strategies and tools that educators can use when teaching students research
skills. The course begins with an introduction to using K-W-L charts and brainstorming to reach a
primary question. It then covers creating and using text sets, applying keyword search strategies,
ensuring students have access to the information needed to answer their questions, and using
tools and strategies for effective note-taking. The importance of respecting others’ work, properly
citing sources, and plagiarism are discussed. The course culminates with quality checklists that
teachers can use to ensure student success in creating an oral, written, or digital final product all

while addressing inquiry and the Common Core State Standards.

Course Objectives

By the end of this course, you will be able to

Module 1

e Develop strategies to encourage student inquiry.
e Use K-W-L techniques to encourage student-generated questioning.

e Support student development of problem-solving and critical-thinking skills.

Module 2

e Describe project-based learning.
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e Use graphic organizers to help students plan research.
e Demonstrate how project planning and research questions are fundamental to project-

based learning.

Module 3

e Provide opportunities for multimedia research.
e Create a text set that students can use for research and a checklist to help them deter-
mine useful resources.

e Teach students how to select useful and reliable research sources.

Module 4

* Modify and/or design graphic organizers to assist students in note-taking.

e |nstruct students on how to take two-column notes.

Module 5

e Design guidelines that permit students to properly present information from multiple
sources.

e Assist students in using graphic organizers to extract, summarize, and present information

properly.

Module 6
e Use a checklist to help students effectively prepare for written, oral, or multimedia presen-
tations.

e Prepare your students for publication or presentation of their research.
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Module 1 Inquiry in the Elementary Classroom
* Module Welcome
® Online Video: Structure Learning with K-W-L Charts
e Reading 1: Inquiring Minds Want to Know
*  Online Video: How to Teach Critical-Thinking Skills: Inquiry-Based Learning
® Reading 2: EL—The Case for Curiosity
® Reading 3: Models of Inquiry (excerpt)
e Check for Understanding
e Application: Using K-W-L to Encourage Student-Generated Questioning
e Module Journal
Module 2 | Formulate Research Questions and Plan Projects
e Module Welcome
® Reading 1: EL—Seven Essentials for Project-Based Learning
® Reading 2: Project-Based Learning: A Method to Increase Inquiry through
Research
e Online Video: Project-Based Learning: Explained
e Reading 3: EL—Immersed in Inquiry
e Check for Understanding
e Application: Planning for Research Projects
e Module Journal
Module 3 | Conduct Research and Analyze Source Material

Module Welcome

Reading 1: Helping Students Navigate the Information Highway
Online Video 1: Kid-Friendly Internet Searches

Online Video 2: Finding Reliable Resources on the Internet
Online Reading 2: Teaching Strategies: Text Sets

Check for Understanding

Application: Analyzing Source Material

Module Journal
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Module 4

Take Notes and Organize

Module Welcome

Reading 1: Taking Notes: Beginning with the End in Mind

Online Video 1: ASCD Express—How to Take Two-Column Notes
Online Video 2: In-Text Citations

Check for Understanding

Application: Teaching the Two-Column Note Strategy to Students

Module Journal

Module 5

Use Evidence to Support Conclusions

Module Welcome

Reading 1: Keys to Teaching Component Skills of Writing from Sources
Reading 2: EL—Plagiarism in the Internet Age

Online Video: Keep It or Junk It?

Online Reading 3: Why Inference?

Check for Understanding

Application: Paraphrasing

Module Journal

Module 6

Show What You Know

Module Welcome

Reading 1: Creating a Final Product

Optional Online Video 1: Talk Moves: Developing Communication Skills
Reading 2: Multimedia Presentations (excerpt)

Online Video 2: Survey Student Presentations

Online Video 3: Tips on Giving Oral Presentations

Check for Understanding

Application: Preparing for Publication or Presentations

Module Journal
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